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NOVEMBER TOPIC
OF INTEREST

Ways to Show Your
Parents that You are
Thankful for All They
Do
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Tell them that you love
them.
Do your chores without
reminders.
Cook dinner for them
(hotdogs and salad
count too!)
Try your best in school
and let them see you
study at home.
Say “Thank You!” for all
they do.

November Checklist for School Success
Sylvan Source offers advice beyond the classroom and communicates that keeping a
monthly checklist during the academic year is a great way to make sure your kids are on
target for school success.
Find the November Checklist for School Success (below) as well as additional tips and
advice for parents of kids of all ages at http://www.sylvanlearning.com/blog.

Learning Review goals
This will be an ongoing activity. You’ve made goals together about grades,
class participation and behavior, extracurricular activities and personal
objectives. How are they progressing? Discuss, and then ask for evidence.

6.

7.
8.
9.
10.

Listen to their advice
and remember they
have been where you
are.
Always show them
respect.
Give them hugs and
kisses often.
Spend lots of quality
time together.
Write notes, poems, or
draw pictures to
express your
thankfulness.

THIS ISSUE

Prepare for report cards
Depending on when your school year began, it’s either time for the first
report card or close to it. Report card grades are rarely a surprise for
students. They shouldn’t be a surprise for you, either. Keep the conversation
going.

Prepare for parent/teacher conferences
Tell teachers about the goals you’ve made with your kids, about your
expectations and about any considerations they need to know about. Ask
how you can be helpful. This is a partnership, remember. Update the
family calendar. Report card dates, science fair, book reports, special
projects, extracurricular activities like concerts, school play, or sporting events. Everyone
up-to-date? Everyone knows what his or her responsibilities are?
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Follow up on important deadlines
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For high school kids, know the timelines for PSATs, SATs, ACTs,
application dates, technical school requirements. What about college
and tech school investigations and visits?
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Evaluate home and school routines
How are they working out? The routines for homework, study time, bedtime, family time
and curfews should be set and monitored. Don’t forget reasonable rewards and

Acronyms in Education (Part 2)
Common Terms that Parents Should Know

AP
Advanced Placement. A program that enables
high school students to complete college-level
courses for college placement and/or credit.
CTE
Career and Technical Education. CTE provides
high school students the opportunity to take
courses to explore interests and careers while
building and strengthening their career-specific
knowledge and skills.
ELA
English Language Arts. Part of the Common
Core curriculum in the NC Standard Course of
Study, ELA refers to reading, literature, reading,
writing and speaking and listening.
ESL
English as a Second Language. A program
model that delivers specialized instruction to
students who are learning English as a new
language.
ESSA
Every Student Succeeds Act. This is the name
of the latest reauthorization of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965. See
ESEA above. The ESSA was signed into law in
2015 and requires each state to create a plan to
meet the components of the law.
IEP
Individualized Education Program. The IEP is a
written statement for a student with a disability
that is developed, at least annually, by a team of
professionals knowledgeable about the student
and the parent.

PBIS
Positive Behavior Intervention and Support.
PBIS programs are a way to impact school
learning environments by establishing and
reinforcing clear behavioral expectations to
support high student performance and to reduce
behavioral problems.
RtA
Read to Achieve. NC state law to ensure every
student reads at or above grade level by the end
of third grade and progresses in reading
proficiency so that he or she can read,
comprehend, integrate, and apply complex texts
needed for secondary education and career
success.
STEM
Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics. STEM curriculum emphasizes
connections within and between the fields of
mathematics and science; integrates
technology; introduces and engages students in
the engineering design process; cultivates
creativity; and develops skills that drive
innovation.
Title I
Title I is the largest federal education funding
program for schools. Its aim is to help students
who are behind academically or at risk of falling
behind. School funding is based on the number
of low-income children, generally those eligible
for the free and reduced price lunch program.
Title I used to be known as Chapter I.
Retrieved from http://www.ncpublicschools.org/
acronyms/

What to Look For in the December/January Issue
- The Symbols of Christmas
- Family Literacy
- Popular Reading Selection
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